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In EPHESIANS 4:4-6 the Apostle Paul, wrote to the Christians living in the town of Ephesus that all Believers have seven things in common with one another … and that it’s God’s intention that we let these seven things unify us in living out The Great Commission Jesus Christ gave to us as His followers in MATTHEW 28:18-20 just before He returned to heaven to live with God the Father …

MATTHEW 28:18-20 (J.B. PHILLIPS NEW TESTAMENT)

18-20 But Jesus came and spoke these words to them, “All power in Heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  You, then, are to go and make disciples of all the nations and baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Teach them to observe all that I have commanded you and, remember, I am with you always, even to the end of the world.”

As we’ve looked at EPHESIANS 4:1-10 the past two Sundays we’ve seen that it’s only possible to understand and live into the unity Paul is calling us to because of God’s Holy Spirit living in us – and that after we become a follower of Jesus Christ, it will serve us well to begin to believe, really believe the seven core truths of Christianity that Paul lays out here for us in EPHESIANS 4:4-6 … that …

                     THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE GOD, AND THAT

1. There is only one way to God.	And it’s through Jesus Christ.
2. There is only one real church.	And Jesus Christ is its head.
3. There is only one true Spirit.	God’s Holy Spirit.
4. There is only one true hope.		When Jesus Christ comes back
for His Bride, His church, you
and me.
5. There is only one true Lord.		And His name is Jesus Christ.
6. There is only one true faith.		And it’s called “Christianity”.
7. There is only one true baptism.	And it’s being immersed into 
Jesus Christ and having His 
Holy Spirit live inside of us.

To ACCEPT these seven core truths of Christianity is to begin our relationship and fellowship with God.  To REJECT these seven core truths of Christianity is to turn our backs on God and choose to live without Him in this life and for eternity.

And so while EPHESIANS 4:4-6 tells us that all Believers have seven things in common, in EPHESIANS 4:7-13 Paul tells us what makes each Believer unique.  Did you know that you’re unique and I’m unique?  It’s true.  We’re the only us there will ever be!  And when I begin to really see how unique you are and how unique I am, and yet how different we are from one another – it begins to reinforce into my heart the truth that I need you and you need me, and that together, as the unified Body of Christ, we can accomplish with one another what we could never accomplish alone.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON

We’re not living alone on some desert island.  We’re joined together in life and in the church, because in order to get the whole picture of what the Kingdom of God is all about, what God is up to, and what God is calling us to do in His name, WE NEED GOD AND ONE ANOTHER. 

The Great Commission wasn’t given to one person – it was given to all Believers.  And as we uncover and live into the spiritual gifts we’ve been given, then together, we can fulfill, mature, and advance the Kingdom of God.

EPHESIANS 4:7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

I love that Paul says that grace, or our spiritual gifts, were given to each of us, according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  Not just to all of us but to each of us.  Friends, God knows you and me by name.  God didn’t just dump a continent-sized bucket of spiritual gifts out over the world and let then land on people willy-nilly … without intention or purpose.  No way!

God has gifted each of us individually, just as He calls each of us specifically, giving us the visions, the passions, and the missions He wants to use as the compasses in our lives – and as the tools we need to both set our hearts on fire, and fulfill His will in the world.  But then God also wants to use the personalities and the spiritual gifts He’s given us, to advance the work of the Great Commission He’s calling us to take up, call our own, and live out with great joy.  Oh, glory to God!

The grace Paul refers to in v. 7 refers to the offices and the spiritual gifts God has gifted His Body, the church, you and me with.  I’m gifted and called as a pastor-teacher and others in our flock have different gifts and callings.  But listen to me, the graces and the things we have in common have come from God.  And the graces and spiritual gifts that have been given individually to each of us, and that make us unique, have also come from God.

I can’t brag that I’m a member of the Body of Christ, and neither can you.  I can’t brag that I’m a pastor-teacher, but neither can you brag or boast over the spiritual gifts God has chosen to pour into you.  They’re all a gifts from God.  Our skills, our abilities, our personalities, none of us can boast about any of them – because it always always always always comes back to the reality that everything that we are, everything we have, everything we accomplish, is only as a result of God’s gifts and graces in our lives.

ILLUSTRATION … I once heard a pastor tell about a woman he met who said she operated in ALL THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and that she’d also been given the ministry offices of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher, that the Apostle Paul tells us about in EPHESIANS 4:11.

“Hum” this pastor wondered … “What an amazing person this woman must be.”  And so he went to a gathering where she was ministering and after the service, he asked her how she’d been given all the spiritual gifts, and all the ministry offices.

She told him that it “She had simply asked God for them, and then God told her to go to an apostle and ask him to lay hands on her and impart his gifting onto her.  And then she was told to go to an evangelist and ask her to lay hands on her and impart her gifting onto her … and so on, and so on, and so on, until, through the laying on of hands she’d received all the spiritual gifts and all the spiritual offices revealed in The New Testament.

But what this woman didn’t understand was that God is the giver of these spiritual gifts, not other people.  We can’t pass them around to one another like a bowl of pretzels or M&Ms.  The only person who’s had all the spiritual gifts and all the ministry offices active in their life while they walked the earth, was Jesus Christ.

Take a list of all the spiritual gifts laid out in The New Testament and all five of the ministry offices Paul gives us instruction about here in EPHESIANS 4:11, and keep that list right at hand as you read through the Gospels.  And as you read, study, and observe the life of Christ, you’ll see that at different times and in different settings, He operated in and ministered out of nearly every one of the spiritual gifts and in all of the ministry offices.  In fact, the only two spiritual gifts the Gospels don’t show us Jesus operated in were speaking in tongues, and interpreting tongues.  Jesus is the only person who ever did, or ever will operate in this full-realm of spiritual gifting.

And then when Jesus was crucified, buried, resurrected, and ascended to the right hand of God the Father in heaven, He took all His precious gifts with Him.  But then the beautiful thing is that beginning in ACTS 2 Jesus started, through the Holy Spirit, distributing all of His gifts out to His Believers, out to you and to me, because if we’re going to accomplish The Great Commission He gave to us, we’d need, together, as the Body of Christ, the church, to have all His gifts operating in us and through us.

What Paul does, beginning in EPHESIANS 4:7, is to introduce us to the five ministry offices he then unpacks for us in v. 11.  These are what I call the pulpit offices, of those who regularly instruct the flock from God’s Word.  And these aren’t the only ministry offices revealed to us in The New Testament.  There are twelve ministry offices all together in The New Testament.  Beside the five listed in EPHESIANS 4:11 and in FIRST CORINTHIANS 12:28, the other seven are listed in ROMANS 12:6-8.  The five ministry offices listed in EPHESIANS 4 are, as I said, pulpit offices, and the seven listed in ROMANS 12:6-8 are what I call body offices and here’s how Paul introduces this important teaching in ROMANS 12:3-6 …

ROMANS 12:3b-6a (THE MESSAGE)
3b-6a The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and what He does for us, not by what we are and what we do for Him.  In this way we are like the various parts of a human body.  Each part gets it’s meaning from the body as a whole, not the other way around.  The body we’re talking about is Christ’s body of chosen people.  Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of His body.

But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to much, would we?  So since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully comparing ourselves with each other, or trying to be something we aren’t. 

Paul was speaking here out of the ministry office he held as an apostle.  And he tells the Christians living in Rome, as he tells us today, as the flock called 2nd Street not to compare who we are and how God has called us and wired us, with anyone else, and become prideful if we feel superior, or depressed if we feel inferior.  He’s saying that each person in the Body of Christ has been given a ministry office, but not the same ministry office … and that some are pulpit offices and some are body offices.  And in ROMANS 12:6-8, Paul tells us about these seven body offices …

ROMANS 12:6b-8 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

6b if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;
7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;
8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

FIRST is the spiritual gift, and the body office of prophecy [prophetia].  God most often uses the gift of prophecy within the Body of Christ to call people back to faithfulness in their life with Him after they’ve wandered away from allowing Him to be the central part of their identity, their words, and their actions.  The body office of prophecy is different in scope from the pulpit office of prophet, but God will almost always call people into the pulpit office of prophet after they’ve shown them-selves to be faithful with the body office of prophecy.

SECOND is the spiritual gift, and the body office of ministry [diakonia].  A deacon is someone called to serve the Body of Christ.  We shouldn’t ever ask someone to fulfill this ministry or that ministry in the Body impulsively, or on a whim.  Instead, we should wait until they’ve felt called by God Himself to serve here or there.

ILLUSTRATION … Our ushers, greeters, audio and video techs, our set-up and take-down teams, our hospitality teams, and more are all operating in this body gifting of ministry among us here at 2nd Street.  

THIRD is the spiritual gift, and the body office of teacher [didasko].  All pastors are also teachers, but as we’ll see in a bit with what Paul shares with us in EPHESIANS 4:11, not all teachers are pastors.  There are many people within the Body of Christ who are called as teachers who won’t ever be in the pulpit or teach the whole flock on Sunday or at other times.

ILLUSTRATION … Children’s Sunday School teachers, and those who teach our Community Groups, and teach our Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers are exercising this body office of teaching among us.

FOURTH is the spiritual gift, and the body office of exhorter [parakaleo].  Exhorters have a God-given ability to encourage and exhort people who are already in relationship with God and who are ready to move into a deeper relationship with God.  God often uses exhorters to help Believers surrender more deeply to God and to passionately begin pursuing the transformed life of maturity in Christ instead of just kind of hoping that their faith matures without much effort from them.

FIFTH is the spiritual gift, and the body office of giver [metadidomai].  Stewardship, or the giving over of the resources we’ve been entrusted with by God to help grow of the Kingdom of God is taught throughout the entire Bible.  All people who know God, are in a relationship with God, and are seeking to grow as His disciple, are called to support the work of God, in the Body of Christ the church, and beyond, with their financial resources.  But there are some people who are called to stand in the body office of the giver.  The people with the gift of giving love giving financially to the specific things God lays on their hearts – and does so not with a desire to be noticed, but always with simplicity, and often with anonymity and sacrifice.

ILLUSTRATION … I’m grateful for each of you who support the life and the ministry of 2nd Street with your monthly tithes and offerings.  Without your consistent financial support we couldn’t live out our Mission the way we are.  But there are some among us who are always looking for new ways to give more.

I oftentimes don’t know who these people are, because I don’t look at the individual records of who gives what here at 2nd Street … because I want to always treat everyone the same … regardless of what they give or don’t give.  But thanks to all of you who give.

SIXTH is the spiritual gift, and the body office of leader [proistemi].  Leaders are often also called and appointed as elders within the Body of Christ, often coming alongside pastor-teachers in the shepherding, the guarding, the grounding, and the guiding of the flock.  Throughout history God often sees the faithfulness of leaders within the flock and then calls them to become pastor-teachers.

SEVENTH is the spiritual gift, and the body office of mercy [eleeo].  Christians operating in mercy take the hurts of others to Jesus and display God’s compassion to anyone God brings across their path … those who know God, those who don’t yet know God, the sick, and the hurting.  People with the gift of mercy often love to visit people in hospitals, nursing homes, and jails.  All of Christ’s followers are called to love others and show God’s mercy and compassion, but some people are gifted and called to do this in deeper, more consistent, and sacrificial ways.  And this leads us to our SECOND FAITH LESSON this morning …

FAITH LESSON
Discovering our spiritual gifting isn’t like going to a salad bar and filling up our plate with whatever looks good and passing by whatever looks bad.  It’s seeking the truth about how God has wired us and called us to serve Him.

Every Believer has an area of spiritual gifting, and knowing it uncovers GOD’S DIVINE DESIGN for us and reduces the pressure of wondering why certain ministry or service opportunities don’t make us feel spiritually alive.  Take The Compass Seminar on Sunday, 29 August and begin this journey of discovery and service.

Let’s watch a video about what it means to have a gift but not use it … to expect ministry to come to us instead of us going out into the world with our eyes wide open.  You watch.  You listen.  You see.

.MPG VIDEO … CLOCKING OUT

I’ve shared with you a bit about the seven body gifts Paul outlines for us in ROMANS 12:6-8.   Now let’s look at the five spiritual gifts, or pulpit offices he teaches about in EPHESIANS 4:11 … three of which are separate and distinct from one another, and two, which beautifully dovetail into one spiritual gift.

EPHESIANS 4:11 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,
The He here is the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who descended, ascended, and completed all things.  Like we saw last Sunday, Paul teaches us in FIRST CORINTHIANS 12:28 that Jesus Christ is the One who gives all spiritual gifts, all graces, to the individual people who make up His Body.

FIRST is the spiritual gift, and the pulpit office of apostles [apostolos].  I taught about the pulpit office of the apostle back in EPHESIANS 1:1, so I won’t spend much time on it now.  Suffice to say, apostolos means sent one.  Some Christians teach there are no apostles anymore – that it was just the first twelve disciples, eleven of whom became apostles, and that after Matthias replaced Judas, God called it quits with apostles.  But we still have apostles within the Body of Christ today, but more often than not, we now call them missionaries.  

In fact there are many other people in The New Testament who were called and gifted as apostles, including Barnabas in ACTS 14:14, Junia, a female apostle in ROMANS 16:7, James, Jesus’ ½ brother in GALATIANS 1:19, Silas and Timothy in FIRST THESSALONIANS 1:1; 2:6 and many, many more.  And since God is still sending people out to take the Gospel to folks who haven’t yet heard about Jesus Christ, clearly God is still in the apostle-making-business.

SECOND is the spiritual gift, and the pulpit office of prophets [prophetes].  The body office spiritual gift of prophecy in ROMANS 12:6 is described by its activity, and is a verb.  But the pulpit office spiritual gift of prophet described in EPHESIANS 4:11 is described by its title … and is a noun.  Prophets are simply people who receive a word from the Lord and proclaim it.  Prophecy can come by supernatural revelation, through visions or dreams, or from the Word of God itself.  And as Paul teaches us in FIRST CORINTHIANS 14:3 prophets always build us up, strongly warn us against sin, or reassure us with comfort.

The New Testament lists many different people who were gifted and called as prophets in the Early Church … including Agabus in ACTS 11:27-28, Barnabas and Simeon in ACTS 13:1, Judas and Silas in ACTS 15:32, and more.  Similar to what some teach about apostles … that God is done giving out this gifting today, and what some teach … that God calls men to pulpit offices, but not women – the Bible speaks a different truth, as Phillip had four daughters; all of whom are clearly identified in ACTS 21:8 as prophets … and from verses in FIRST CORINTHIANS 14 and FIRST THESSALONIANS 5, we that God hasn’t stopped gifting and calling prophets.

THIRD is the spiritual gift, and the pulpit office of evangelist [euaggelistes].  I also taught on this pulpit office in EPHESIANS 1 and told you that evangelist simply means the bringer of good news.  Evangelists are proclaimers of the story of Jesus Christ, and men and women who present the Gospel with clarity, passion, and power in groups large, or small, or one-on-one.  ACTS 21:8 identifies Phillip as an evangelist.

FOURTH AND FIFTH are the spiritual gifts, and the pulpit offices of pastor-teacher [poimen didaskalos].  Pastors shepherd, and teachers feed … and so together, pastor-teachers shepherd the flock of God with the heart and mind of God, and feed the flock of God with the Word of God (cf., ACTS 20:28; FIRST PETER 5:2-3; JAMES 3:1).  Paul isn’t listing two separate, unconnected spiritual gifts and pulpit offices here.  He’s merging two into one.  There’s the separate body office of teacher listed in ROMANS 6:7 and in FIRST CORINTHIANS 12:28, but being a pastor-teacher is a pulpit office, and is different than the body office of teacher. 

You can be a teacher without being a pastor, but you can’t be a pastor without being a teacher.  Sometimes evangelists function as pastor-teachers … but while they can lead people to God through Christ, they struggle with teaching God’s Word line-upon-line, and precept-upon-precept, and so the churches they serve often struggle to grow up and mature in their faith.  When God calls someone to be a pastor, you can be confident of the fact that God has also called them to be a teacher – and in fact, their teaching gift should confirm to the flock that they have a pastor-teacher in their midst, and not an evangelist.  20th-century Greek language scholar, Kenneth Wuest, translates EPHESIANS 4:11 in a way that gives us the clarity Paul intended …

EPHESIANS 4:11 (THE WUEST NEW TESTAMENT)

11 And He himself gave some, on the one hand, as apostles, and, on the other hand, as prophets, and still again some as bringers of good news, and finally, some as pastors who are also teachers …

So these are the five pulpit offices given to the Body of Christ by God, and they’re distinct from the seven body offices found in ROMANS 12:6-8.
EPHESIANS 4:12-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

All the ministry gifts – the pulpit offices and the body offices, have been given to the Church for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ.  The Greek word equipping is oikodome and means putting something right.  It was used in the Greek language and culture to describe both setting broken bones, and mending nets.  Oh, how God longs to see each of us operating in our ministry gifts – working together to produce strong, mended, spiritually fit Believers.  Which brings me to our THIRD FAITH LESSON this morning …

FAITH LESSON

Too many churches believe that the pastor is the one who’s supposed to do all the serving.  But in reality, God has given the pulpit gifts to the flock in order to equip YOU for the work of service, so you can serve God and one another.

As a pastor-teacher I’m serving God by shepherding, and teaching His flock.  How has God called and gifted you?  One of the ways you can tell if you’re really maturing in your faith is when you begin serving in your area of gifting and calling.  To serve is to grow.

It’s a fact that less than half of the people who attend 2nd Street on a regular basis are serving in some sort of ministry.  And it’s also a fact that almost every ministry here at 2nd Street could use anywhere from 1-20 more servants.  So since our desire is to attain unity of the faith, maturity in the body, and experience the fullness of life in Christ, let me exhort you:  Stop stalling out in your spiritual maturity, and do the work of service God has gifted and calling you to do.  And what will the fruit of this move toward service be?  Let’s wrap up by looking at EPHESIANS 4:14 …

EPHESIANS 4:14 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
The Greek word Paul uses in v. 14 for children is nopios, and it means one who cannot speak.  Paul’s telling us that without the maturity of faith that comes by using our spiritual gifts and offices we’ll remain weak and vulnerable like a ship without a rudder … tossed here and there by every whim, emotion, fear, trial, and bump in the road of life.  The Greek word for tossed here and there is from the same words used to describe the stormy sea of Galilee in LUKE 8:24.  Oh friends, as a church, let’s not foolishly value MOVEMENT over GROWTH; MERE MOVEMENT is being tossed here and there, but God wants you and me to grow up in all things.  And the evidence of TRUE GROWTH instead of MERE MOVEMENT is STABILITY.
How STABLE are you?  Are you at the mercy of whatever turbulent life-circumstance you’re going through?  Isaiah talked about the answer Paul is proposing to us here this way in The Old Testament book that bears his name …

ISAIAH 33:6 (NEW KING JAMES VERSION)

6 Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times, and the strength of salvation; the fear of the LORD is His treasure.

Baby, immature Believers tend to be gullible, without discernment and wisdom … easily falling for false doctrine.  This is why it’s critical that we not only come into a relationship with Jesus Christ, but that we become faithful in attending church and studying God’s Word, so we can take in solid spiritual food and grow into maturity in our relationship with Jesus Christ.

EPHESIANS 4:15-16 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,
16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
Some people think of the church as a pyramid, with the pastor at the top.  Others think of the church as a bus being driven by the pastor wherever they want the bus to go.  But God longs for us to see the Church as a Body, where every part does its share … each of us living out our spiritual gifts, our pulpit offices and our body offices in ways that lead to service and maturity of faith.

Oh friends, this is my heart for us together as the flock called 2nd Street.  That we’d learn to read, study, dwell on … and then speak, apply and live into the Word of God in every circumstance of life … so that together, we’ll grow up into Jesus Christ … and that as we live together and serve together out of our individual areas of gifting and calling, that our body will built up in love … every part fitting and working together according to God’s design … each of us learning and serving God, one another, and our world with passion, with consistency, with courage, and with grace.

Your life with Christ is about DESTINY, not FATE.  FATE is God handing you a novel and saying, “This is your life.  Every page is filled, every word is written.  Start reading.”  But DESTINY is God handing you a journal and a pen and saying, “This is your life.  Yes, there are some things already written, but take this pen and start writing.  It’s your story.  Fill up the pages.”

Serve as you are gifted and called … for to do so will be to take on the character of Jesus Christ and mature in your faith and make a difference for the Kingdom of God.  Stop playing church and grow up before you grow old.  This is your DESTINY.

NEXT SUNDAY … SHAWN McCONAUGHEY, 
NWYM ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT OF GLOBAL OUTREACH 
AND PASTORAL CARE … “WHAT IN THE WORLD IS GOD UP TO?”

COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING! 
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